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Section 7. The Council adopts the findings supporting the local amendments to the California Energy Code, 2019 

Edition, attached hereto as Exhibit A and incorporated herein by reference. 

Section 8. Environmental Determination. In accordance with California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA} 

Guidelines, section 15308, adoption of this Ordinance is categorially exempt from CEQA, because it imposes 

stricter energy efficiency requirements and is a regulatory action authorized by state law and intended to 

protect the environment. 

Section 9. Severability. In the event any section, clause or provision of this ordinance shall be determined 

invalid or unconstitutional, such section, clause or provision shall be deemed severable and all other sections or 

portions hereof shall remain in full force and effect. 

Section 10. Publication. This Ordinance shall be published in summary in a newspaper of general circulation, 

posted in the City Clerk's Office, and posted on the City's website, all in accord with Section 2.15 of the City 

Charter. 

Section 11. Legislative History and Effective Date. This ordinance was introduced on September 21, 2020, and 

adopted on October 5, 2020, and shall be effective January 1, 2021. 

The foregoing ordinance was adopted by the City Council of the City of San Mateo, State of California by the 

following vote: 

AYES: Council Members Goethals, Rodriguez, Bonilla, Lee and Papan 

NOES: None 

ABSENT: None 

ATTEST: 
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Exhibit A 

FINDINGS SUPPORTING LOCAL AMENDMENTS TO 

CALIFORNIA ENERGY CODE, 2019 EDITION 

Page 7of8 

Section 17958 of the California Health and Safety Code provides that the City may make changes to the 

provisions in the uniform codes that are published in the California Building Standards Code. Sections 17958.5 

and 17958. 7 of the Hea Ith and Safety Code require that for each proposed local change to those provisions in 

the uniform codes and published in the California Building Standards Code which regulate buildings used for 

human habitation, the City Council must make findings supporting its determination that each such local change 

is reasonably necessary because of local climatic, geological, or topographical conditions. 

Local building regulations having the effect of amending the uniform codes, which were adopted by the City 

prior to November 23, 1970, were unaffected by the regulations of Sections 17958, 17958.5 and 17958. 7 of the 

Health and Safety Code. Therefore, amendments to the uniform codes which were adopted by the City Council 

prior to November 23, 1970, and have been carried through from year to year without significant change, need 

no required findings. Also, amendments to provisions not regulating buildings used for human habitation, 

including amendments made only for administrative consistency, do not require findings. 

Code: California Energy Code 

Section(s) Title Add Deleted Amended Justification 

(See below 

for keys) 

Subchapter 1, Definitions and Rules of X A, B 

Section 100.1 Construction 

Subchapter 2, All Electric Buildings X X A, B 

Section 110.13 

Subchapter 5, Performance and X A, B 

Section 140.0 Prescriptive Compliance 

Approaches 

Subchapter 8, Performance and X A, B 

Section 150.1 Prescriptive Compliance 

Approaches for Low-Rise 

Residentia I Buildings 
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Key to Justification Supporting Amendments to Title 24 of the California Code of Regulations 

1. This amendment is justified on the basis of a local climatic condition. Failure to address and 

significantly reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions could result in rises in sea level, including in San Francisco 

Bay, that could put at risk City homes and businesses, public facilities, and Highway 101 (Bayshore Freeway), 

particularly the mapped Flood Hazard areas of the City. Energy efficiency and the use of renewable energy 

sources are key components in reducing GHG emissions, and construction of more energy efficient buildings 

with dedicated renewable energy installations can help the City of San Mateo reduce its share of the GHG 

emissions that contribute to climate change. The burning of fossil fuels used in the generation of electric power 

and heating of buildings contributes to climate change, which could result in rises in sea level, including in San 

Francisco Bay, that could put at risk City homes and businesses, public facilities, and Highway 101. 

2. Energy efficiency enhances the public health and welfare by promoting the environmental and 

economic health of the City through the design, construction, maintenance, operation and deconstruction of 

buildings and sites by incorporating green practices into all development. The provisions in this Chapter are 

designed to achieve the following goals: 

a) Increase energy efficiency in buildings; 

b) Increase resource conservation; 

c) Provide durable buildings that are efficient and economical to own and operate; 

d) Promote the health and productivity of residents, workers, and visitors to the city; 

e) Recognize and conserve the energy embodied in existing buildings; and 

f) Reduce disturbance of natural ecosystems. 


